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Drug and crime
There is a strong relationship between drugs and crime, whether directly or indirectly. The direct connection is when people are arrested for possession, selling, trafficking, or producing drugs (Hammersley, 2008). Since any form of drug dealing is prohibited, people found guilty of any of the above activities will be arrested and tried in court. They may be convicted for going against the rules that prohibit drug dealing and will be sentenced to prison for a certain period of time. This increases the crime rates in the criminal justice system. The indirect connection between drugs and crime is when people commit crimes under the influence of drugs. Drug abusers commit crimes to pay for their drugs. Such people commit crimes that they would not have committed if they were not under drugs' influence. According to a 2010 study in the United States, 70% of male prisoners were drug abusers. 

Although drugs do not cause crime, drug laws can be thought to cause crime in that if the drug laws are relaxed, we would see reduced drug crime rates. When drug laws are stringent, many people are bound to be found guilty of violating drug laws, and they might find themselves in prison than when the rules are relaxed (Bean, 2014).
Decriminalization of marijuana would lead to a decrease in arrest rates for cannabis related offenses. This would help solve the problem of prison overcrowding in the US criminal justice system (Monte et al., 2014). It would also increase state revenue and decrease violent crime. These impacts would be the same as Cocaine and Heroin.  
I believe the legalization of drugs can answer our nation's drug problem by reducing drug-related arrests and offenses.
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